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SUBJECT: TAXATION OF INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN COMMERCE 

REF: STATE 191803, 

1 . APRT FROM STANDARD NAVIGATION OR FACILITY-USE FEES, 

FINLAND DOES NOT LEVY TAXES ON INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN 
COMMERCE OR ON FOREIGN FLAG CARRIERS. IN ADDITION, REVENUE 
EARNED IN TRAFFIC TO AND FROM FINLAND BY FOREIGN FLAG CARRIERS 
IS NOT TAXED IN FINLAND. THE FINNISH SHIPOWNERS' ASSOCIATION 
TELLS US THAT IT STRONGLY OPPOSES SUCH TAXES BOTH HERE AND 
ABROAD. 

2. THE NATIONAL BOARD OF CUSTOMS MAINTAINS THE PRINCIPLE OF 
NOT IMPOSING DUTY ON CONTAINERS RESHIPPED FROM FINLAND WITHIN 
A YEAR. IN PRACTICE, HOWEVER, CONTAINERS ENTERING FINLAND 
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ARE CERTIFIED BY THE SHIPPER TO HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY AN 
EQUAL NUMBER OF DEPARTING CONTAINERS. ON THIS BASIS, 

NO DUTY IS IMPOSED. THE EXEMPTION FROM TAXES APPLYING 
TO MARITIME TRANSPORTATION ALSO APPLIES TO AIR TRANSPORT. 

3. TO DATE, FINLAND HAS NOT IMPOSED RETALIATORY TAXES 
FOR TAXATION OF FINNISH FLAG CARRIERS BY OTHER 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

COUNTRIES, OR THEIR POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. THE FINNS 
WE TALKED TO INDICATED THAT LAWS ARE NOT CURRENTLY 
ON THE BOOKS THAT WOULD ALLOW RETALIATORY TAXES, BUT 
THEY DIDN'T RULE OUT PARLIAMENTARY ACTION SHOULD THE 
NEED ARISE. 
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